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Dam removal in the Taunton Watershed, MA:
Benefits for fish and people

Cathy Bozek
The Nature Conservancy

The Taunton River Watershed

Taunton River
• Longest free-flowing coastal
river in New England

•

National Wild & Scenic
River
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• Coastwide meta-complex of river herring on the
US Atlantic coast is depleted to near historic lows
• Decline due to number of factors
• Recovery will need to address multiple factors (e.g.
fish passage, water quality, harvest, bycatch)

Dams in the Taunton Watershed

Whittenton Dam, in Taunton, MA

Emergency repairs at Whittenton dam

2010 Flooding at
Whittenton Dam

Current state of Whittenton Dam (2012/2013)

Photo of Whittenton now.

Forge Pond Dam in Freetown, MA
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Forge Pond Dam

Taunton-Area Flooding 2010

“Dam safety deals with every community.
Unsafe dams are a risk to lives near or
around dams.”
- Massachusetts State Senator Marc Pacheco,
sponsor of “Dam Bill”
quoted by HydroWorld.com
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Progress Towards Massachusetts Dam Bill….
• Flooding and dam emergencies raised awareness
• State reports reemphasized the hazards of unsafe
dams and called for funding and reforms

2006: Decades of Neglect
MA Senate Committee on Post Audit and Oversight
2011: Local Financial Impact Review: Massachusetts Dam Safety Law
Massachusetts Auditor

Common Recommendations:
•
•
•
•
•

Need accurate inventory/list of dams
Need emergency action plans
Conduct inspections
Increase enforcement and fines
Provide adequate authority and funding
for Office of Dam Safety
• Create a Dam Safety Loan Fund to assist
with repair and removal of dams.

Progress Towards Massachusetts Dam Bill….

• Flooding and dam emergencies raised awareness
• State reports in 2006 and 2011 reemphasized the
hazards of unsafe dams and called for funding and
reforms
• Alliance of organizations formed in 2011, outreach
to Legislature about the Dam Bill
• Massachusetts Infrastructure groups determined
need for public funding for water–related
infrastructure improvements
• Senate amended bill to include source of funding
in 2011.
• Many dam removal projects were successfully
completed

An Act Further Regulating Dam Safety,
Repair, and Removal
Chapter 448 of the Acts of 2012

• Bill passed in 2012!
• Funding:
• State revolving loan fund to repair or
remove unsafe dams
• Municipalities can issue bonds to
fund removal of unsafe dams
• Enhance authority and requirements of Office of Dam Safety to:
• Inventory and assess dams
• Ensure owners have emergency action plans and address
safety issues
• Establish inspection process and schedule
• Increase fines for non-compliance to $5,000 per day, up from
$500.

State Revolving Fund
• $20M for dam repair/removal
and flood infrastructure projects

• Loans and grants to
- local governmental bodies
- charitable organizations
- private dam owners
• Priorities:
- classified as high or significant hazard dam
- owned by cities, towns, charitable organizations
- require imminent infrastructure improvement
(USACE)
Regulations up for public comment

Hopewell Mills Dam,
Removed in 2012.

West Britannia Dam,
scheduled for removal in 2014
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Whittenton Dam, will be
removed in summer 2013.
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